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Suffering is a fact of life.  The older I get the more I am coming to understand that suffering is going to be 
a part of our lives.  The problem with suffering is that it is challenging, and people often wonder how a 
kind, loving God can allow such suffering.  Our responses to suffering are deeply personal and evoke 
strong emotions, but the Bible offers examples that reveal not only the mystery of human suffering but 
helps us to look at things from God’s eternal perspective.  The thing that we must always keep in front of 
us is that God is up to some good things even in the midst of suffering.   
 
The motive of divine government is not to supply us with the greatest amount of happiness and joy but to 
expose us to certain disciplines along the path of life.  It gives God an opportunity to build character in us 
and to cause our lives to count for Christ.  In Psalm 66 in verse 8-12, God gives us insight into His  
allowances, “O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of His praise to be heard:  Which holdeth our 
soul in life, and suffereth not our feet to be moved.  For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as 
silver is tried.  Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins.  Thou hast caused men 
to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy 
place.”  Suffering is never without purpose. 
 
Someone said that suffering has many faces.  It can come as a result of foolish choices and sinful practices.  
However, often we suffer because of someone else’s choice to do wrong.  How many parents have faced 
great times of suffering due to their children’s choices?  Some suffering comes because of a believer’s  
allegiance to Christ, as in the case of Job.  Whatever the case may be suffering will be an active ingredient 
of our lives.  Heaven is the only place were there will be no pain or suffering. 
 
In 1 Peter 4:13, suffering enables me to identify with what Christ went through.  If I will constantly focus 
on what Christ went through for me, it helps to keep me humble, thankful, indebted, and pure. That is a 
good challenge for all of us. 
 
In verse 14 of that same chapter, going through suffering allows me to depend upon the Holy Spirit and it 
teaches me much about His ministry to me as a believer.  Matthew 5 in verse 4 says, “Blessed are they that 
mourn for they shall be comforted.”  It is in those times when it seems that God is out to get you that you 
sense and fell the comfort of the Spirit of God.  You sense His peace even though your world is not at 
peace. 
 
I think there are a few questions that we need to ask in the midst of our suffering.  Verse 15 and 16 in that 
same chapter speak to the reason for suffering.  If it is due to sinful decision making on our part, then we 
need to repent but verse 16 says if our suffering is due to us being a Christian and God is allowing  
circumstances to come to our lives to conform us to the image of His Son, then we need not be ashamed.  
There will always be Job’s three friends in our lives that come with a judgmental spirit to accuse us of 
wrongdoing.  I need to understand that God sees something in me that He wants to capitalize on and 
change that I might glorify Him in the midst of what I am going through. suffering is not without purpose. 
God sovereignly uses circumstances to teach powerful lessons or accomplish His will.  Suffering is  
especially difficult to understand, but sometimes God uses earthly calamities as agents of change, calling 
people to repentance. 

 

When you and I face trials and tribulations and find God faithful, then we have a firsthand experience to 
encourage others in their suffering.  Then we can comfort others with the comfort that we have been  
comforted with.  When suffering proves the genuineness of our Christian faith and confidence in God, this 
results in “praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed in and through the one facing the  
suffering.  May we understand the beauty of God’s pruning and praise Him for His investment in us to 
bring about glory to himself. 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php


February Birthdays 

As a church, you have set a pledge 

goal of $13,350.00, for the 2021 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. As 

of January 10, 2021, the church has 

collected $855.35.  

2021 Lottie Moon Offering 

2021 Lottie 

Moon Goal   

$13,350.00 

The Mission of the Manger  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. — Matthew 28:19-20  

1 Lathan Grey Mullins 

3 Joshua Reynolds 

6 Matthew Lloyd 

7 Robert Collins 

9 Jessica Newby 

10 Justin Matherly 

 Nona Roach 

11 Chris Aaron 

12 Chris Falls 

 Misty Bishop 

 Jacob Waller 

15 Christian Aaron 

16 Brenda Reynolds 

18 Karen Hayes 

20 Tommy Jefferson 

23 Shelly Lewis 

 Mary Moss 

24 Mary Moon Moore 

25 Paige Conner 

 Travis Eanes 

27 Sean Carlsen 

28 Pastor Terry C. St. 
John 

Peggy and I would like to thank our church  
family for every act of kindness shown to us  
during the loss of our brother-in-law Trent  

Poteat. It is said many times how in the 
world people get through this life without a 

loving church family is hard to imagine. 
Please continue to pray for my sister and her 

family and we love you all dearly.  
 

Peggy and Donnie Moore 

Thank you for all your prayers during this 

time and the Bibles you gave in his memory.  

Bill enjoyed his time at Hollywood and met 

many new friends.  May God continue to 

bless Hollywood Baptist Church.  

Judy Soyars 

Giving Statements for 

2020 are available 

now on the table in 

the foyer.  If you have 

any questions about your statement, 

please let Julie know! 



Happy February, Hollywood!  We off to a great start on our shoebox 

collection in 2021! We are trusting the Lord that by the time  

November rolls around this year we will be able to join together 

again  for packing party.   

Every box packed at our packing party includes: an age appropriate 

wow item (toy, ball, etc.), a stuffed animal, clothing items, school 

supplies, hygiene item, small toys, games, and accessories.  Each 

year we have a goal of packing between 150-175 boxes at our party, with thousands of items 

packed.  We collect items all year long, with a special focus on a particular item each month.   

In January, we asked for donations of winter 

clothing items (hats, gloves, or scarves, etc.).  We 

haven’t quite reached our goal for that yet, but 

our crafters are busily working, so I’m sure that 

we’ll reach it shortly!  In February our focus is  

accessories (sunglasses, watches, hair bows, 

necklaces, etc.)   

 

Please place any donations in the collection box in the foyer near the sanctuary.  If you have 

any questions, please let us know! 

January Goal:  79/150 Winter Clothing Items 

February Goal:  150 Accessories 

Do you have an idea for a Missions project?  If you do, please let us know!  

Contact a member of the Missions Committee!  Not sure who’s on the  

committee?  Members include: Wendy Byrd, Mandi Dolan, Linette Nucklos, 

Julie Ragsdale, Roger Walden, and Cheryl Waller.  Want to see what projects 

we’re already involved in?  Check the board in the foyer for more information! 

Do you have someone that you’d like us to pray for?  Add them to our 

prayer list!  If you’d like to have someone added to the prayer list and 

can’t make it to our Wednesday night prayer meeting, please let Julie 

know! 
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