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Bro. Terry 

The fourth of July is referred to as the American national holiday known as Independence 
Day.  It is also known as the day the nations “Birth Certificate” was signed.  Each year, this 
day is a commemoration of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, which formally 
severed all ties between England and the United States in 1776.  To think that 244 years ago 
56 men pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their honor to lead the newborn nation into the 
unchartered waters of freedom. 
  
We have come to understand that freedom is not free.  Dr. Martin Luther King said, “Unless 
one has a purpose worth dying for, they do not possess a purpose worth living for!” These 
men were willing to put their lives on the line for the sake of freedom.  Richard Stockton, one 
of the 56 signers of that declaration was a prominent lawyer and landowner until the day that 
he signed that declaration. The English army removed him and his family from their home 
and he was imprisoned as a traitor.  As a result of his harsh treatment, his health deteriorated, 
and he died several years later.  Of the other 55 signers of the Declaration of Independence . . . 
 

 5 were captured by the British and tortured before they died. 
 12 had their homes ransacked and burned. 
 9 either died from war wounds or from hardships suffered in the war. 
 

Freedom is never cheap nor free.  Someone always must pay a high price for freedom. 
 
We have seen our freedoms erode, slowly but surely.  Our right to bear arms is continuously 
being challenged.  The right to life has nearly been destroyed with the passage of decisions 
even this week by our Supreme Court.  The freedom of religion is constantly being  
undermined.  Other rights have seemed to spiral out of control to the point of almost  
destroying our land and other freedoms.  It is such a difficult day and the threat of bondage 
lurks amidst the darkness. 
 
I am so thankful for the freedom that we have in Christ and the truth that proves out that God 
is the only one that can give real freedom.  John 8:36 states, “If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed.”  John 8:32 says, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 
 
We must remember what our freedom cost Christ.  He was willing to give His all so you and I 
may walk in freedom from the penalty of sin, the person of sin and the power of sin.  The 
freedom that I am referring to is “absolute freedom.”  This is an eternal freedom that while it 
cost Jesus His life, we don’t worry about this freedom being taken away from us.  Even 
though our social freedoms are being challenged everyday, we can rest assured that the daily 
freedom that we have in Christ will never be taken away from us for all eternity.  There is no 
power source on planet earth that can thwart the victory we have in Jesus. 
 
This week as we celebrate freedom as a nation, may we be reminded that even though our 
social freedoms are being opposed everyday our eternal freedom is being renewed day by day.  
Take this opportunity to thank the Lord for His wonder-working power that sealed our victory 
for all eternity.   
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Hollywood Family, 

Several of you have asked in recent weeks about our plans for ministry in  
Romania and what our future looks like. We thought we would share with you 
where we are and what we know. 

We began to suspect in February that our trip that was planned for this  
summer might be cancelled. In March the final decision was made, and the 
camp was postponed until Summer 2021. Last week, the leadership decided to 
postpone camp even further, until Summer 2022, as we are unsure whether we 
will be able this year to begin the extensive planning and fundraising that  
usually starts in the fall before the camp. 

As for CBSI, we are currently in limbo concerning the future. Many of the  
decisions on who can travel and where they can travel are awaiting the final 
outcome of the COVID-19 virus. We are being told that travel, when and IF it 
resumes, will only be approved on a case-by-case basis and will be very  
restricted. For the moment, we are on hold for all of the ministry commitments 
we have made, with no prospects of any change in the near future. 

So, for the time being we will continue on the path we have been walking. Hal 
is still in school full time and is doing some writing and video classes. Our family 
is taking life one day at a time, like all of you, waiting to see what God has in 
store next. Our goal is to be obedient to God’s day-to-day call, serving Him 
wherever He wills. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve at Hollywood. We love 
each and every one of you and look forward to seeing how God works in our 
church and our community in the days and weeks ahead. 

In Christ Alone, 

Pastor Hal and Carie 
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Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all so much for all the prayers, cards, visits, phone calls, messages and 

food during Daddy’s illness and home going.  There are no words for how much your 

love and care have meant to us during this time.  I cannot imagine how someone 

copes with this kind of illness and loss without a church family, but we are beyond 

blessed that we didn’t have to find out.   

Please know that Daddy loved you all, and was so glad that we’d found a church 

home here at Hollywood.  He deeply appreciated all your prayers and always smiled 

when we let him know that one of you had asked how he was doing, or told us to tell 

him hello when he was too sick to join us at church.  He enjoyed bragging on y’all, 

and said he’d never seen a church quite like Hollywood.   

Thank you to all those who helped with his service, and everyone one who helped 

with the meal for the family afterwards.  We appreciate everything that you did to 

make a difficult day more bearable.   

With thanks and love, 

The Ragsdale Family 



From Our Music Minister 
Worship is defined as the act of adoring and praising God; ascribing worth to God as the one who 
deserves homage and service. The individual components of worship can be found in multiple places 
in the New Testament, including Acts 2:42 (teaching the Word, fellowship, prayer), and Colossians 
3:16 (teaching the Word, admonishing (correcting, instructing, discipling) others, singing and music).  
 
When we think of worship, what immediately comes to mind? For most it will be gathering together 
in a large facility to sing songs and listen to someone pray and preach the Word of God. For others it 
will be any large gathering where someone is speaking or singing about spiritual things. For some our 
thoughts go to Colossians 3:17, “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” (ESV) 
 
Worship is an intentional act. It is something we plan, prepare for, and execute with purpose. Or at 
least it should be. When we are heading to corporate worship, we should be getting our hearts and 
minds ready to come into the presence of God, to present Him a sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
We should come ready to hear the message from the Word that God has for us that day. 
 
Personal worship is no different. As believers we should be spending time each and every day in  
worship. This is beneficial not only because we are being obedient to God’s command but because 
time spent with Him draws us closer to Him and strengthens our relationship with Him. 

It also prepares us to meet the challenges that we may face from spiritual quarters. Think of personal 
worship time like a visit to the gym for your spirit.  

So, what does personal worship look like? How do we get started or get back into the habit? 
 

1. Make a daily commitment. Like physical exercise, it works best if it is a routine or habit. 
Set aside a part of every day for the components of your personal worship plan.  

2. Start with light weight. Find a devotional book or app with a short commentary on God’s 
Word. Most Bible apps now have study notes that help you dig deeper into the Word. 
Watch streamed Bible study videos or listen to podcasts that expound the Word. 

3. Incorporate worship components into your everyday life. Listen to God-honoring music 
while you exercise or during your commute. Take a few minutes for intentional, focused 
prayer right after you wake up, right before you go to bed, or while you are driving or stuck 
in traffic (don’t close your eyes for the last one). 

4. Add weight over time. Invest in a good study Bible. Look for resources that dig deeper into 
the Word; there are tons of them online. (Scholars from just a generation ago would marvel 
at the materials that we can access to study the Bible via the internet, often for free.)  
Challenge yourself, like adding weight every week you go to the gym. 

5. Find a discipler. Sometimes we need a trainer to push us in the gym. Our spiritual life is no 
different. Find someone who is more mature in the faith that you know will properly and 
lovingly admonish you. Be open and honest with them and allow them to help you grow. 
 

Every type of worship is composed of individuals: family, house church, neighborhood, corporate. 
Each individual gets out of worship what they bring to worship. If we are not properly prepared  
personally, we cannot expect great things corporately. So, prep your spirit. 

 

In Christ Alone, 

Pastor Hal 



On June 28, 2020 we celebrated the graduation of Emmalee 

Anne Ayers, Makailla Davis, Hailey Doss, Matthew E. 

Lloyd, and Jared Bryant St. John.  Our graduates have 

faced unique challenges this year, and we are proud of you 

for your resilience and perseverance!  We wish all of our 

graduates the best as they head off to further their education 

and join the work-force. It was a joy to celebrate this special 

day with you! Congratulations Class of 2020! 

Emmalee Anne Ayers is graduating from 

University of Lynchburg with a Bachelor of 

Arts with a specialization in English.  She is 

a member of Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society 

and Sigma Tau Delta - English Honor  

Society.  Emmalee will continue growing her 

business La Prima School of Dance in  

Gretna. 

Makailla Davis is graduating from  

Chatham High School.  Makailla will  

attend Danville Community College in the 

fall and plans to pursue an Equestrian  

Program at Averett University. 



Hailey Doss is graduating from Chatham High School.  

In addition to her other extra-curricular activities Hailey 

is the President of the WHAM club, a long time  

member of the Beta Club, and is the Captain of the 

Varsity Cheer Team.  Hailey will attend Danville  

Community College in the fall with plans to join the 

Air Force to study Physical Therapy. 

Matthew E. Lloyd is graduating with honors from 

H.O.L.L.A. (House of Lloyd Learning Academy).  

Matthew is a Trail Life Leadership 1st Officer and has 

preformed with City On A Hill Youth Theater.   

Matthew will enter the work force and attend Danville 

Community College in the fall.  He also plans to attend 

Lynchburg Police Academy. 

Jared Bryant St. John is graduating with Honors from 

Hargrave Military Academy.  Jared is a member of the 

football team and Beta Club.   Jared will be moving to  

Alabama to attend Samford University in the fall.  He 

plans to pursue a Biblical Studies degree.    
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6405 Callands Road 
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 On Sunday, July 19, we 

will be having a Baby 

Dedication during our 

morning worship  

service.  If you would like 

to have your baby 

 included, please contact 

Julie by July 12. 


