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Come on! What's it gonna hurt? Just this one time. I'll leave you alone after this. One of your friends is 
drinking and is asking you to have a drink with them.  When you turn down the offer, your friend makes 
remarks that makes others laugh at you.  In an effort to fit in or to spare yourself from further embarrass-
ment, you eventually take a drink just to shut them up.  As a Christian you don’t feel like it is right for you 
to drink but you do it anyway just to be accepted.  Then you feel guilty for going against what you know 
is not right. You find yourself asking the question, why did I do that?   
 
Peer pressure is not something that only teenagers deal with.  Adults are challenged just as much as young 
people are!  We find ourselves as adults trying to fit in with the crowd or being concerned about what  
certain people are going to think of us.  We are easily persuaded by people around us to do things that we 
know that are not right.  Peer pressure is influence by a group or individuals that encourage others to 
change their attitudes, values, or behaviors to conform to the group around them.  It is a feeling that one 
must do the same things as other people are doing in order to be liked or respected by their peers.  
 
The Bible calls this the fear of man.  In Proverbs 29:25 the Bible states, “the fear of man bringeth a snare 
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.  More modern translations say that “Fearing people is 
a dangerous trap” or “being afraid of people can get you into a lot of trouble.”  Oh, how true this is.  How 
many of us have done things that we wish to God that we would have never done all because we were 
pressured by our peers.  
 
How do we overcome this?  First of all, face your fear with boldness. Romans 12:2 states, “And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  Sometimes we must handle ourselves in a very  
ruthless manner.   We must get tough with ourselves and understand that we must step up and make some 
of those tough decisions. We must stand up and stand alone for what we believe.  That means having  
convictions and being willing to proclaim what we believe in even if no one agrees.  Ask God to give you 
boldness and strength to stand up. 
 
Secondly, in 1 Corinthians 10:13 the Bible says, “There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is  
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”  When you and I choose to 
be controlled by people then we have given into the fear of man.  We have chosen to be a man pleaser  
instead of a God pleaser.  If we claim Christianity, then God expects us to walk in the power and victory 
of His might.  You don't need to be mean spirited in sharing your convictions, but you do need to be firm.  
There will be times when you must stand alone but remember this God plus one makes a majority.  So that 
means you're not alone.  I've learned over the years that people will have a greater respect for you when 
they see you standing up for what you believe in instead of caving in to be popular and accepted by the 
crowd.   
 
Thirdly, you might need to distance yourself from certain people or from certain situations that constantly 
challenge you to make bad choices.  You might not be strong enough spiritually to face those battles right 
now.  There is nothing wrong with that but make it a goal to grow in your relationship with the Lord so 
when you are challenged to do the wrong thing you have enough strength and boldness to say no. 
 
The thing that we need to seek after the most is bringing pleasure to God’s heart instead of seeking after 
the applause of people.  Ephesians 5:1,6-7 says, “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; Let 
no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the  
children of disobedience.  Be not ye therefore partakers with them.” 



March Birthdays 

As a church, you have set a pledge 

goal of $13,350.00, for the 2021 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. As 

of February 21, 2021, the church has 

collected $4,000.56.  

2021 Lottie Moon Offering 

2021 Lottie 

Moon Goal   

$13,350.00 

The Mission of the Manger  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. — Matthew 28:19-20  

Dear Hollywood Family, 
My mom, Helen Moschler, wants to express 

her thanks for all your expressions of  
heartfelt love with flowers, cards, and most 

of all your prayers.   
 

She continues to pray for her church family 
and sends love to you all!  She misses you all 

and prays for your health during these  
troubling days.   

 

The Lord’s blessings to you all,  
Helen 

Thank all of you so much for the prayers, 

cards, and phone calls.  Miss all of you very 

much but know we will be back with you be-

fore we know it.   
 

Love you all! 

Barbara & Sammy Robertson  

3 Jordyn Burgess 

5 Charlotte Worrell 

7 Jessica Waller 

8 Linette Nuckols 

9 Lauren Michael 

10 David Reynolds 

15 Emmalee Ayers 

18 Jan Doss 

23 Tonie Hanks 

25 Jamie Barbour 

26 Daniel Moore 

28 Holly St. John 

29 Noah Carter 

 Wade Moore 

31 Malcolm (Mike) 

Burgess 

 Carol Cundiff 

Dear Pastor & Church Family, 

Thank you so much for the prayers, 

beautiful cards, and lovely flowers!  

May God Bless you all! 

 

Love In Christ, 

Dorothy Fowlkes 



We are off to a great start on our shoebox collection in 2021!  We’re 

still working on our winter clothing items, but are making good  

progress. We met our February goal for accessories (if you see 

something that you think would be bring joy to a child, you can still 

donate them, accessories tend to be smaller items, and if we have 

extras we’ll be happy to add them in to make a box extra special.)   

In March we’re focusing on Quality Crafts.  In the past we’ve made 

tic tac toe games, washcloth teddy bears, clothes pin dolls, nail polish jewelry, pillowcase 

dresses, and tie dye t-shirts.  This month is always a lot of fun, and if you have ideas that 

you’d like to share or have questions about a craft let us know.  We’re hoping to have lots of 

lovely craft pictures to share next month in our newsletter! 

 

We’re trusting the Lord that by November we’ll be able to come together for our packing  

party. Every year we pack thousands of items into 150-175 boxes (we’re blessed that this 

number continues to grow every year).  We welcome any donations.  Donations  can be 

placed in the collection box in the foyer near the sanctuary.  If you have any questions, please 

let us know! 

 

Goal for March: 

March: 150 Quality Handcrafts! 

Past Months Progress: 

January Goal:  103/150 Winter Clothing Items    

February Goal:  156/150 Accessories 

Do you have an idea for a Missions project?  If you do, please let us know!  

Contact a member of the Missions Committee!  Not sure who’s on the  

committee?  Members include: Wendy Byrd, Mandi Dolan, Linette Nuckols, 

Julie Ragsdale, Roger Walden, and Cheryl Waller.  Want to see what projects 

we’re already involved in?  Check the board in the foyer for more information! 

Do you have someone that you’d like us to pray for?  Add them to our 

prayer list!  If you’d like to have someone added to the prayer list and 

can’t make it to our Wednesday night prayer meeting, please let Julie 

know! 





Have you missed Sunday School?   Well, 

we have wonderful news for you!  

Starting March 14 we will be resuming 

our Sunday School classes.  Classes will 

be held after our morning worship  

service at 11 a.m.  If you have questions, 

please see Heather Lankford. 



H O L L Y WO O D  B A P T I S T  CH U R CH  

6405 Callands Road 

Chatham, VA  24531 


