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Is church attendance for me or for others?  Great question.  Why should I go to church? Why should I 
have to go to church for other people?  Isn’t it each person’s responsibility to make that decision on 
their own?  Why do I need to be concerned about someone else’s walk with God?  All these things are 
and should be great concerns for us as Christians?  We know that the Word of God speaks to that issue 
specifically.  It is found in Hebrews 10:23-25 and it states, “ Let us hold fast the profession of our faith 
without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and to good works:  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”   
 
Over this last year it has been extremely difficult on everyone.  We have been challenged on so many 
different levels and especially concerning church attendance.  I know it is easy to stay home especially 
when you have small children.  One person wrote after being away from church during covid, those 
months when I stopped attending, I became aware of a couple things.  One, without my church  
community I had no accountability for serving or being involved.  And two, I felt distant from God.  
This was evident by how my personality changed.  I was quick to anger, less patient, and unkind.  
Something needed to change. 
 
The Bible doesn’t say “Thou shalt GO TO church” but it is strongly encouraged and deeply implied.  
Church attendance is not just a good suggestion, but it is God’s will for believers.  
 
First of all, there needs to be a mutual consideration.  This means that others must come first.  I must 
take other people into consideration above myself.  Why do I need to consider someone else over  
myself?  First, because that is what the Scripture plainly exhorts us to do.  Secondly, because whether 
we like it or not, others do watch us and we influence others by our commitment or lack of  
commitment.  What does my presence mean when it comes to church attendance?  My presence is an 
encouragement and support to the others in my local body.  It attests to my commitment and love to my 
Lord and to my brothers in Christ. 
 
Secondly, it reveals a mutual concern that we should have for others.  We are all capable of being  
spiritually “sluggish” at times, but I need to be quick to take the initiative to step up and be self-
motivated to do what needs to be done to motivate others to spiritual activity.  The writer uses the word 
provoke in verse 24 in a good sense.  The term in the original means to stir up, sharpen or kindle love.  
To excite or to call into activity for a worthy purpose.  When we come to church, we need to come with 
an attitude of being a blessing to someone.  This scripture does not say when you come to church,  
provoke yourself unto love and good works but I am to provoke others to love and good works.  It says 
to consider one another first which means my reason for being in church is not about me.  I know for 
myself as a pastor if I came to church to receive something for myself every week, I would have quit a 
long time ago.  My reason for being in church every week is that I might be a blessing to someone and 
to encourage them in their walk with Jesus. 
 
Thirdly, there should be mutual communion.  I must make a commitment not to let down.  I cannot 
abandon my responsibility as a Christian to be in my place doing what God has called me to do.  We 
need to remember that apart from anything else my church attendance or the lack of demonstrates 
where my loyalty lies.  Is it to me or to others?  Am I going to be loyal to God’s will or am I just going 
to “laze out” on God and not be concerned about others in my church family? 
 
There will never be a time when God calls you away from church or a time you will not need the 
church.  Will you make the adjustments in your daily life to include consistent attendance to God’s 
place of worship? 
 
Remember the believer who begins to drift from the Word, will soon start to doubt the Word and will 
soon become dull to the Word and become lazy in his spiritual life and will eventually despise the 
Word. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
2 3 4 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

Practice 

7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

5 

6:30 p.m. 

Ladies  

Bible 

Study 

6 7 

8 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

5:00 p.m. Church Council  

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

9 10 11 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

Practice 

7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

12 

6:30 p.m. 

Ladies  

Bible 

Study 

13 14 

15 

9:00 a.m. Back To School Bash 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

16 17 18 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

Practice 

7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

19 

6:30 p.m. 

Ladies  

Bible 

Study 

20 21 

22 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

 

 

23 24 25 

6:00 p.m. Praise Team 

Practice 

7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

26 

6:30 p.m. 

Ladies  

Bible 

Study 

27 28 

29 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

6:00 p.m. Bible Study 

30 31     

August 2021 



August 

 Birthdays 

Nursery for August 

Sun  August 1, 2021  

9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Drake Easley & Sherri Garner  

Sun  August 8, 2021  

9:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. Matt & Stacey Reynolds  

Sun  August 15, 2021  

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. James & Sylvia Lumpkins  

Sun  August 22, 2021  

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Shelly Lewis & Peggy Moore  

Sun  August 29, 2021  

10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Drake Easley & Sherri Garner  

Come play with me!   
Nursery Volunteers needed!  Please see 

 contact Sabrina Moore to sign up. 

1 Benjamin Dunn 
3 Caroline Doss 
4 David Betterton 
 Gayle Hubbard 

5 Sabrina Moore 
7 Helen Moschler 
8 Corey Matherly 
9 Damon Mullins 

11 Ricky Matherly 
12 James Nuckols 
13 Victoria Cox 
14 Karen Carlsen 

 Nora McFaddin 
 Jared St. John 

15 Easton Nuckols 
18 Keenan Nuckols 
19 Carolyn Marlowe 

 Sammy Robertson 
25 Aiden Mullins 

 Lisa M. Shorter 
26 Melody Collins 

 Lori Matherly 
29 Brandon Shelton 
31 Jamie Eanes 

Dear Hollywood Baptist Church, 

Thank you so much for allowing 4-H to 

use your facility.  It met our needs  

perfectly and provided a safe place for 

us to welcome our campers.  We  

greatly appreciate the opportunity and 

look forward to future events! 

Mandi Dolan —Pittsylvania Co– 4-H 



As a church, you have set a pledge 

goal of $13,350.00, for the 2021 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. As 

of July 25, 2021, the church has 

collected $11,300.93.  

2021 Lottie Moon Offering 

2021 Lottie 

Moon Goal   

$13,350.00 

The Mission of the Manger  

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. — Matthew 28:19-20  

We are off to a great start on our shoebox collection in 2021!   

In July we focused on clothing items and came very close to meeting 

our goal.   In August we’re focusing on school and art supplies.  

Thanks to some generous donations from our sale shoppers, we  

already have a good start, but still need a few more!   

We’re looking forward to our packing party this November. Every 

year we pack thousands of items into 150-175 boxes (we’re blessed 

that this number continues to grow every year).  We welcome any donations (and hope that 

you’ll join us for the party).  Donations  can be placed in the collection box in the foyer near 

the sanctuary.  If you have any questions, please let us know! 
 

Goal For August:  Coloring Books 10/150   

Crayons/Colored Pencils 97/150 

 Pencil Sharpeners 118/150 Pencils 150/150  

Paper 150/150 

Goals for Past Months Progress: 

January Goal:  122/150 Winter Clothing Items    

February Goal:  168/150 Accessories 

March: 143/150 Quality Handcrafts   

April: 150/150 Stuffed Animals 

May: 150/150 Tooth Brushes 150/150 Combs  164/100 Washcloths 

June: 142/150 Toys July: 133/150 Clothing Items   



We are sending up great praise to God that 

we have several new families attending  

Hollywood - with their young children. With 

growth, comes a call for additional  

volunteers. For those interested in serving as 

a children's church volunteer once a month, 

please contact Mandi Dolan at 434-713-8266 or at mandi@vt.edu. Lessons and 

materials are provided each week - we only ask that volunteers be present, be  

reliable, and most importantly have Christ in their hearts and a desire to serve 

and share Christ with children in grades Pre K-1st grade and/or grades 2nd-5th.   

Would you like to be more involved with your 

church family?  Our nominating committee is 

still looking for help with openings for greeters, 

nursery director, and personnel committee.  If 

you are interested in these or any other  

position, please contact Drake Easley or Heather 

Lankford.  

Children and youth, join us for a special Back to 

School Bash on August 15 at 9 a.m.  Breakfast 

will be served in the gym as we celebrate the 

start of another school year!  If you’d like to 

help with this event or have questions, please 

see Heather Lankford. 



Ladies Bible Study is 

BACK! 
Join us on Thursdays in August 

at 6:30 p.m., for our continuing 

Bible study by Priscilla Shirer on 

Elijah.  We’ll be meeting in the 

Homebuilders classroom (with 

plans to move into the gym if 

more space is needed).  You can 

order your book online OR let 

Paige Conner know so she can 

order you one.  



Joy on the Ark is back! 

Join us Sunday nights September-May to learn 

God’s Word,  play, sing, craft, dance, and have 

fun!  There are classes for your little ones from 

ages 2 1/2 – 5th grade.   

You can use the QR code below, this link https://forms.gle/

Z2R6VrrK8KqzcUaw9, or sign up in the foyer.  The ark departs on  

September 12, you don’t want to miss the boat! 

 

 

 

 

Interested in volunteering? Do you have questions? Please see Daniel 

Moore or Shelly Lewis. 



H O L L Y W O O D  B A P T I S T  C HU R CH  

6405 Callands Road 

Chatham, VA  24531 

Upcoming Events 

September 12 Sunday School Promotion Sunday 

 Joy on the Ark Kickoff 


